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A BILL FOR

An Act providing for the establishment of an abbreviated electric
gransm|SS|on franchise process, and providing an effective
ate.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I0OWA:
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Section 1. Section 478.1, Code 2009, is amended by adding
the following new subsection:

NEW _SUBSECTION. 5. Notwithstanding anY other_provision of
this chapter, if an existing transmission line, wire, or cable
is operating at thirty=four and one=half kilovolts, It may be
franchised, rebuilt, and upgraded to be capable of operation
at sixty=nine kilovolts using an abbreviated franchise process
if the uBgraded line will meet required safety standards, will
be on substantially the same right=of=way, and will have
substantially the same_ effect on the underlying properties.
The abbreviated franchise process shall not require published
notice or a public informational meetin%. The board may adopt
rules defining relevant terms, settin% orth the steps of the
abbreviated ﬁrocess, and specifying the requirements for the
petition. The franchise may be granted if the board finds the
upgraded line is necessary to serve a public use and
represents a reasonable rglatlonshl?_to_an overall plan of
transmlttln% electricity in the public interest. The
franchise shall not become effective until the petitioner has
paid, or agreed to pay, all costs and expenses of the
franchise proceeding specified in section 478.4.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of
immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment.

EXPLANATION

This bill establishes an expedited or abbreviated electric
transmission franchise approval process under specified
circumstances.

The bill provides that if an existing transmission line,
wire, or cable is operating at 34.5 kilovolts, it may be
franchised, rebuilt, and upgraded to 69 kilovolts using a
franchise process which eliminates public notice and Public
informational meeting requirements otherwise agplicab e under
Code chapter 478. Utilization of the expedited process is
conditioned upon the uBgraded line meeting required safety
standards, being on substantially the same right=of=way, and
having substantially the same effect on the underlying
properties. The bill authorizes the utilities board of the
utilities division of the department of commerce to adopt
rules defining relevant terms, settin% forth the steps of the
abbreviated process, and specifying the requirements for the
petition for franchise. The bill provides that the franchise
may be granted if the board finds the upgraded line is
necessary to serve a public use and represents a reasonable
relationship to an overall plan of transmitting electricity in
the public interest, and that it will not become effective
until the petitioner has paid, or agreed to pay, all costs and
expenses of the franchise proceeding.

The bill takes effect upon enactment.
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